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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Donnelly River Mill - Adjournment Debate 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.00 pm]:  Today I asked questions about the Donnelly River 
mill, which is owned by the government.  It was taken over some years ago.  This historic mill is the only one of 
its kind in Australia.  It is a woodfired - sawdust - steam-driven mill.  The mill was opened in 1951 and was 
closed in 1978.  Since then it has just been left.  Sadly, it has deteriorated rather badly in the past five years.  The 
owners of the Donnelly River mill complex, Tony and Sue Fitzgerald, have been trying very hard over the past 
five years to get the government to restore the mill, because they can see how it has deteriorated.  On Sunday I 
looked over the mill and was shown photographs of how the mill used to be.  I did not need to see the 
photographs because it is in my backyard, as I call it.  It is not very far from my parents’ farm.  We have visited 
the Donnelly River mill for years through taking the kids there for picnics. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I spent Easter there only four years ago. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is lovely, is it not?  They do a brilliant job at the complex and have many 
overseas visitors.  In fact, the visitors are mainly from overseas. 

The mill can be restored.  I do not think it is too late.  I believe it is on the heritage list already.  As I am the 
shadow minister and, as I said, it is in my backyard, I take a great interest in the mill.  I intend to keep on 
bringing this issue before the government because it is the only one of its kind in Australia.  There was some talk 
years ago of the mill being amalgamated into the complex.  Once the government restored the mill, the land titles 
were to be combined into one.  In that way, the government could lease the business side of the complex.  
Somebody was telling me recently about a New Zealand mill that is visited by busloads of people who travel to 
see it.  I see no reason for the Donnelly River mill to be any different if it were leased and operated as a business.   
I believe that a Mr Peter Smith from the Department of Housing and Works has responsibility for the tender 
process.  In the questions I asked today, I was advised that the tenders closed today.  The work that needs to be 
done will not be done in the current tender.  I am advised that termite treatment will be undertaken at the 
completion of the mill propping and the removal of the asbestos.  The way that the termites are chomping 
through the wood in the mill at the moment makes me think that they will go through the propping.  The termite 
treatment needs to be done first because the mill is obviously very old and made of wood.  Everything is 
collapsing at a great rate of knots. 
I was also advised that the chimney stays were not an urgent issue.  I believe that they are an urgent issue.  The 
three chimneys need staying.  Mr Bruce James, OAM, who is a retired engineer and the immediate past president 
of the Engineering Heritage Australia panel, is very much involved in trying to get the government to restore the 
mill with the panel’s guidance.  I think that Mr Bunning sits on the panel as well.  Donnelly River mill was a 
Bunnings mill.  So far it seems that he is being ignored.  The engineer’s advice is different from that of the 
heritage panel.  If they could get together with someone from the Department of Housing and Works, they could 
sort out where the money is going to go so that it is not wasted.  The Department of Housing and Works is 
responsible for removing the asbestos.  Mr Bruce James says that the asbestos should be “encapsulated”.  
Asbestos at Whale World in Albany was encapsulated; it was not removed.  As I said, the heritage engineers 
involve many eminent people. 
Everything in the mill is still as it was when it shut down.  The old steam engines are still there.  However, water 
is getting into the mill and will affect the engines if something is not done.  I wonder why the mill is being left to 
rot.  Having said that, I know that things are on the move.  However, things need to move a little bit faster. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I agree with you.  When I saw it, I thought it was a stunning opportunity and one of the last 
of its kind left.  I think it would be a huge contribution if it is fixable.  I do not know. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is.  I had a good look the other day and I do not think it is beyond fixing. 
In 1991 a local Bridgetown man called John Tillman wrote a book titled Donnelly: Men and Mill.  I am sure 
Hon Kim Chance would love to read it.  It tells the story of the Donnelly mill and men.  The local and state 
history that has been John Tillman’s legacy to all of us will, without doubt, be an excellent reference for 
generations to come.  The men of the timber worked hard and played hard, and this book takes one back to 
another time - one that is now gone.  I purchased the book on Sunday and I have just finished reading it.  I knew 
many of the people who were written about.  Many others I had heard about.  The legends of the bush are well 
and truly alive.  Some of the new migrants back then who came to Donnelly were Mr Joe Pappersergio and his 
wife, Maria.  He is shown in a photograph as a young man stacking boards.  He is also shown with his three little 
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children and wife, Maria, in the book.  I always knew Joe as Mr Pappersergio.  I had never seen him as the 
handsome, young, fit and strong man depicted in the photograph.  Sadly, Joe died last month.  I could not attend 
his funeral.  He was a very good family man and I am pleased he will be remembered in this book.  It must have 
been very hard for Italian migrants who could speak little English.  For Joe and Maria, being housed in a 
makeshift railway wagon with little children during the winter in Donnelly when rained and was extremely cold, 
must have been very hard.  There must have been many a time when Maria despaired being at Donnelly but they 
persevered, and their family is a credit to them.  Their eldest son Charlie went to Vietnam with my brother and 
served his country well.  Joe’s family can be very proud of his achievements, as it must have been very difficult 
for him and Maria in the early years. 
The state history I was talking about was how the karri log came to be in Kings Park.  I do not have time tonight, 
so I will continue tomorrow night.  If this history is lost, at least Hansard will have a record of how the tree came 
to be in Kings Park - how big it was, the men who cut it down, and who took it to the park.  I will leave that until 
tomorrow night. 

Education Portfolio - Adjournment Debate 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [10.09 pm]:  I will continue some comments I made last week 
about issues within the education portfolio.  Before I do that, I express my disappointment at the lack of 
transparency and accountability in the education portfolio in its current form.  I am effectively making comments 
on education tonight because I was essentially gagged from continuing my comments in debate last week.   
Aside from that, there are some other issues I would like to identify.  First of all, the Balga Works program is an 
issue that has more arms than an octopus.  The government has spent millions of dollars to fund a program 
without ministerial approval or support.  It would appear that everyone is now ducking for cover.  On the last 
sitting day last year, 7 December, I submitted a series of questions to every minister on the funding for Balga 
Works.  I received replies on 1 May from every minister except the Minister for Education and Training, which 
is coincidental, because it was in his department that millions of dollars were poured into this program, which 
had a non-binding memorandum of understanding and did not have the support of the minister.  To this point, I 
still have not received notification from the Minister for Education and Training as to why I have not received an 
answer to that question on notice.  That minister has now had five months to reply to the question.  I read in 
The West Australian today that he said he will give me a reply sometime this week, so I will be looking forward 
to it over the next two days.  As well as that, today I asked a question about Mr Jonathon Cook, who is the 
former management committee chairman, on what role he has played in the Department of Education and 
Training.  I was basically told to get lost and to seek the information under freedom of information provisions.  
All I can say is that the web of deceit spreads far and wide for the government on Balga Works.  Ducking for 
cover and sending me off in different directions will not assist.  If the government wants to avoid adverse 
findings by a select committee - I would like to think that a select committee on this issue will be established - it 
needs to be open and transparent and provide me with the information I am requesting.  
Another issue of lack of transparency in the Department of Education and Training that has disappointed me is 
with regard to the two questions I submitted to the Minister for Education and Training today.  The minister was 
unavailable last week, so I could not ask him any questions.  I asked two questions today.  They were very 
simple questions.  One was on moderation.  I asked that question because, in the budget estimates hearings in 
September last year I asked whether there would be some up-front moderation.  The chief executive officer of 
the Curriculum Council, Mr David Wood, said that there was, particularly with subjects such as English.  With 
the almost diabolical situation with the English course this year, I suggest that it would have been absolutely 
essential to have up-front moderation.  I am not surprised that the minister did not give me a response today, but 
I find it extraordinary that a question that could have received a response within five minutes was not provided to 
me this afternoon. 
I submitted another question about the Western Australian College of Teaching.  WACOT has been an issue of 
mine for more than six months.  There is still no teacher representation on the WACOT board; it is as simple as 
that.  On 30 April this year, all WACOT membership fees were due.  A number of teachers did not pay, and for a 
very valid reason.  They are paying $70 in annual membership fees and they are getting absolutely nothing.  
WACOT should hang its head in shame and, quite frankly, if the Minister for Education and Training does not 
intend to do anything, he should hang his head in shame.  WACOT is providing teachers with absolutely 
nothing.  They get no representation.  They get nothing from this.  WACOT should refund the $70 that the 
teachers have paid.  There was another article in The West Australian, which seems to get all this information.  I 
do not know why The West Australian gets all this information while the minister cannot provide it to the 
opposition.  We have a situation in which some teachers simply have not paid their fees, and I am not surprised; I 
get dozens of emails about this issue every week.  The article in The West Australian on 5 May is headed “Rebel 
teachers refuse to pay registration fees”.  It talks about how 3 800 teachers, or more than 10 per cent of the total 
number, did not pay their $70 registration fees by the 30 April due date.  The article reads, in part -  
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A WACOT spokesman said yesterday that the unfinancial teachers would not be deregistered because 
they were classified as conscientious objectors. 
Its first election in November was abandoned amid controversy.  The spokesman said WACOT would 
wait for a new election date before it tried to recover debts.  

I wish I had known that I would not have been deregistered if I were classed as a conscientious objector.  I would 
have been a conscientious objector.  I am sure that tens of thousands of teachers would also have been 
conscientious objectors, and would not have been deregistered.  It is an absolute disgrace.  I can assure members 
that refined rules are available.  The rules have been submitted to the WACOT board.  It is a minor issue.  The 
government should pull its head out of the sand on this issue and give teachers representation on the WACOT 
board.  I am not surprised that 3 800 teachers have not paid their fees.  The only thing that does surprise me is 
that WACOT has said that it would not take any further action because those people are conscientious objectors.  
As I have said, if teachers had known that before 30 April, no-one would have paid $70 for nothing.  It is a major 
issue, and if the government does not do something about it, its credibility will further deteriorate. 
I move back now to the motion on governance and administration that I was talking on last week.  I said in my 
original comments that 13 courses would be delayed because the juries would recommend delay.  The next day, I 
clarified the position, saying that I was wrong - 20 courses would be delayed.  Then I found out there was 
another change.  This shows the lack of vision and the dysfunction in the Department of Education and Training.  
I have an email that was sent to principals by the Curriculum Council at 4.48 pm on Friday, 4 May; that is, last 
Friday, the day after I said that 20 courses would be delayed.  It reads -  

Dear Principal 
Attached is further information about courses and subjects for 2008 following the announcement of jury 
verdicts.  It also includes course/subject codes and the arrangements for the English examination for 
2007.  
Regards 
Curriculum Council communications 

Another letter reads -  
Dear Principal 
This letter updating a letter sent via email to schools on 3 May, provides information about teacher jury 
verdicts for the new courses; codes for subjects and courses to be offered in 2008 and English 
examination arrangements for 2007. 
The Curriculum Council will defer the introduction of 22 of 40 of its new senior school courses 
following deliberations by independent teacher juries.  Fifteen other courses will proceed as planned in 
2008 and will incorporate the adjustments and further support requirements recommended by the juries.  
A jury decision is pending on the Visual Arts course and schools will be notified of the verdict when the 
Council is advised. 

Each day we are hearing that a few more courses have been delayed.  I thought the number was 13, then it 
became 20, and now it is 22. 

I go back to the letter I got from the English Teachers Association outlining the real issues on the English course.  
In an adjournment debate speech tomorrow I will talk about the distribution provided by the Curriculum Council 
for English teachers with that email I have just read out.  I started to read this letter from Wendy Cody, president 
of the English Teachers Association of Western Australia, last Thursday.  I will read it again -  

Dear Peter 
Further to our telephone conversation I have consulted with ETAWA Executive regarding the most 
pressing issues worrying English teachers.  We appreciate your offer of advocacy and urge you to do 
what you can to resolve the excessive confusion and disarray which is the current state of play with 
implementation of the new senior schooling English course. 
Of paramount importance is the need for an assessment system which guarantees that no student will be 
disadvantaged and which ensures public confidence.  There is no such guarantee in the current situation, 
which permits three methods of assessment and holds potential for schools using the Composite method 
to apply unequal weightings of outcomes and tasks types.  (This is indeed happening in some schools).  
Although English teachers have recently been instructed to weight the four English outcomes equally, 
having previously been told they need not, there remains the possibility that this new directive will go 
unheeded, most likely in schools using the Composite method. 
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If even a small number of schools persist with unequal weightings, the disparities have the potential to 
cause serious problems that the current end-of-year statistical processes just will not cope with and 
compensate for fairly.  One of the key roles of the Curriculum Council is to ensure statewide 
comparability of assessment, as well as fairness, transparency and validity of assessment for ALL 
students, regardless of the context in which their schooling is delivered.  If the current situation is not 
rectified this year, there is room for very serious statistical anomalies at the end of the year when school 
and exam scores are adjusted and combined. 
. . .  
English teachers are extremely disillusioned at the way in which the vision of Our Youth, Our Future 
has been diluted, almost beyond recognition.  Our hard work and patience has been sorely tried and we 
have little to no confidence in either the system or our own teaching.  The situation has become almost 
irreversible, such is the extent of teachers’ frustration and demoralisation.  We have lost confidence in 
the ability of those managing this change process and have borne the brunt of what has been a 
patchwork, finger-in-the-dyke process of implementation.   

I will continue next time.  

Minister for Health - Emergency Departments - Adjournment Debate 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan) [10.19 pm]:  I want to raise some issues to do with the Minister 
for Health and the amazing disaster we have in our emergency departments at the moment.  Let us make no 
mistake about this: our emergency department’s disaster is a result of this government’s incompetence and, in 
particular, this minister’s mismanagement.  Minister McGinty cannot and has not fixed the health system.  He is 
very good at making promises but they are empty.  He loves capital works programs but cannot deal with day-to-
day issues.  He is on top of the pack in Labor Party politics but he is hopelessly incompetent as a minister.  The 
public of Western Australia know this.  They have no respect for this man.  The public of Western Australia has 
voiced their concerns about his incompetence in the Community Attitude Monitor of November 2006.  Ninety 
per cent of people consider that mental health services is a major problem and is not getting any better under this 
government but is getting worse.  Ninety per cent of people consider elective surgery waiting lists to be a major 
problem and getting worse.  Eighty-eight per cent of people think there has been no improvement in staffing 
levels in medicine or the situation has got worse since November 2005.  Seventy-seven per cent of people think 
there has been no improvement in long-term plans for medicine or the situation has got worse.  Health, in 
particular, mental health, had the worst rating of any government section.  It rated worse than water resources, 
worse than the health of the rivers and worse than anti-social behaviour in this state.   

The Minister for Health is the most incompetent of the ministers who continues to bluster his way along, 
ignoring the signs.  The minister has had plenty of warning this year and in previous years but he is not taking 
any remedial action to prevent the current crisis.  He sat on his hands until it was too late and has done too little 
much too late.  He was warned about this in January and February of this year.  I will read a couple of the 
warnings he received.  A newspaper article on 23 March stated - 

Overcrowding in Perth’s public hospital emergency departments so far this year has been the worst in 
six years, according to new figures.   

Hospital records . . . show that a record number - 

More than 50 per cent - 

of patients in January and February - 

The minister knew back in January and February - 

waited more than eight hours to get a hospital bed . . .  

Last month the figures were even worse at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, with 853 patients, or nearly half the 
total, needing a bed.  They had to wait a long time.  It was the hospital’s highest rate for any month, even higher 
than winter over the past five years.  The number of patients waiting in the emergency departments of all 
hospitals for more than eight hours was well up on January and February of the previous six years.  There was 
plenty of warning.  Another warning came in 2007.  Another article states - 

The deteriorating state of the WA’s hospital system has been highlighted by fresh figures which reveal 
that as many as one in two emergency department patients who need a bed are waiting more than eight 
hours . . .  

The article states that the minister met with the heads of emergency departments and top doctors but he could 
still not do anything about it in time.  Another warning came in September last year.  The relevant newspaper 
article states - 
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Almost 40 beds in WA’s public hospital system have been closed since last month despite many 
patients being forced to wait more than eight hours to be admitted through emergency departments . . .  

It further states - 

“We have patients in every available space, in corridors and in rooms not set up like a normal ward bed 
because we just don’t have the beds . . .  

If being incompetent was not enough for this minister, he was back to his usual form of blaming the doctors and 
shooting the messenger.  This is his style and the public is sick of it.  In July 2004 - we are going back three 
years now - another article states - 

Health Minister Jim McGinty has questioned whether doctors in hospital emergency departments 
overreacted to bed shortages as revenge for the establishment of controversial GP clinics. 

Everybody remembers the minister’s treatment of Dr Gary Geelhoed from Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children.  The minister subsequently had to apologise to that doctor.  I experienced Mr McGinty’s shooting of 
the messenger when I brought to his attention issues relating to SouthWest24.  He is now doing exactly the same 
thing with David Mountain, an esteemed emergency physician at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.  A newspaper 
article dated 4 May states -  

. . . Health Minister Jim McGinty accused a senior hospital doctor of not telling the truth about the crisis 
in Perth’s emergency departments yesterday . . .  

The rare move came as doctors and nurses rallied around Dave Mountain, the Australian Medical 
Association’s emergency medicine spokesman who was attacked by Mr McGinty for warning that 
emergency departments were not coping and had become unsafe for patients.  

Mr McGinty said he accepted the number of people waiting in emergency departments this week was 
unacceptable but accused Doctor Mountain of running an agenda . . .  

“David Mountain doesn’t tell the truth,” Mr McGinty said.  “I don’t have much respect for him, but 
what I do listen to is the other doctors and nurses . . .  

The Minister for Health has form on this issue.  That form involves blaming everybody else, bullying and 
intimidating those who raise issues and trying to deflect attention from his own incompetence.  The Minister for 
Health’s response to those who brought to his attention the fact that our emergency departments are in meltdown 
mode was to bully, intimidate, bluster, blame and attack.  They are the stock tools of trade for the minister, and 
that culture is being permeated throughout the departments for which he is responsible.  The minister was not 
prepared to release a report that was published only a few weeks ago that stated that there was bullying and 
intimidation at the Swan Valley Centre.  The Department of the Attorney General, another department under his 
responsibility, has seen significant levels of bullying.  The Department of Health had to release guidelines on 
bullying and intimidation in the workplace.  The Public Trust Office is another area under the minister’s 
jurisdiction.  Is there any department for which Mr McGinty is responsible that does not have a culture of 
bullying and intimidation as part of its everyday business?  This minister is absolutely bereft of integrity and 
accountability day after day, week after week, year after year.  He has no understanding of ministerial 
responsibility.  He has again failed to act in time and has hopelessly mismanaged health - he has not fixed it, 
cannot fix it and will not fix it.  He continues to blame others for his absolute incompetence.  The public knows 
that he is useless and arrogant.  The Minister for Health is an absolute disaster.   

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.28 pm 

__________ 
 
 


